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hesitate therefore to transmit the truth 
it has obtained, just as in the past Greeks 
handed down their religious teachings to 
Latins and Latins handed this on with their 
own modifications to the German race. 
An indigenous theology is hardly to be 
desired at the present stage. Western 
thinkers and missionaries are apt to feel 
impatient of views they have previously 
held and may be seeking for some fresh and 
undogmatic statement of Christian truth 



to offer to the East. But they need patience 
to welcome faith in its cruder forms and to 
continue their labor of teaching till converts 
attain the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ. 

All of which makes us query as to what 
the content of the gospel is. Does it in- 
clude the "objective doctrines" of the Incar- 
nation, Trinity, and Atonement? To one 
mind theology is the form and not the con- 
tent of the gospel. 
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Forces Making Toward a United Prot- 
eatantism Are Mission Frnits 

In a series of sermons on "Unity in the 
Christian Church" the Bishop of Madras 
frankly describes the powerful forces at 
work all over the world tending to break 
down in the immediate future the barriers 
between Protestant churches. Of these he 
names three: (i) The mass movements of the 
depressed classes on the foreign field toward 
Christianity; "In a few years' time, this 
movement will have outrun our resources 
and nothing but co-operation and unity will 
enable the churches to deal with it"; (2) 
the failure of the churches to influence the 
artisan classes in Europe and America by 
reason of the strife and discord which 
fatally weakens the Christian appeal; (3) 
the throwing into the crucible by modern 
criticism of traditional opinions upon which 
separating walls have built. The resulting 
movement back to fundamental truths 
makes inevitably for unity. 

Dr. Robert A. Hume of Ahmednagar, 
India, in a recent letter confirms in the 
strongest language what the Bishop of 
Madras has said about mass movements. 



"The great majority of the 4,000,000 
Christians in India," he says, "are from the 
depressed classes. So marvelous has been 
the development of converts from this sec- 
tion that it is absolutely certain that all the 
60,000,000 of the depressed classes will take 
advantage of the helping hand of Christian- 
ity unless some other community acts to 
them the part of the good 'Samaritan.'" 
Dr. Hume goes on to call attention to facts 
quite generally overlooked in missionary 
intelligence, namely, the efforts that theists 
and non-Christian reformers are making for 
the elevation of the outcastes. "They have 
out-and-out adopted the missionary plat- 
form, but hope to secure dynamic for their 
effort without the Christian movement." 

Persistent Influence of Dr. Mott's 
Conferences 

The latest annual report of the London 
Missionary Society has this to say of the 
outcome of the missionary conferences 
which Dr. Mott, as the representative of the 
Continuation Committee of the Edinburgh 
Conference, has been holding in various 
parts of the foreign field: 
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The findings of the final or National Con- 
ference held in Calcutta are remarkable from 
every point of view, whether it be the very 
varied personnel and diverse ecclesiastical con- 
nections of those who were appointed as dele- 
gates to it, the comprehensiveness and thorough- 
ness of their plans for the treatment of the whole 
subject of Christian missions and the Christian 
church in India, or the seriousness and enthusi- 
asm with which all seemed to welcome and give 
their adhesion to the general principle of co- 
operation of which the Conference was the 
expression. All seemed agreed that in the 
interests of the great common cause of the 
evangelization of India the sectional must be 
subordinated to the general, and the interests of 
the common service must take precedence of the 
purposes and ambitions of denominational 
advance. 

An Indian Church 

In the report adopted by the Conference 
formal recognition is made of the existence 
of "an Indian church, firmly established not 
only in numerical growth, but also in the 
reality and vigor of its spiritual life." 
Following upon this are weighty words 
which indicate enlarging conception of the 
obligation of the Western Christendom to 
the peoples of India. "It is the conviction 
of this Conference that the stage has been 
reached when every effort should be made to 
make the Indian church in reality the most 
efficient factor in the Christian propaganda 
in this land. To this end it is essential that 
the Church in Western lands should con- 
tinue to co-operate in the further develop- 
ment of the Indian church that it may most 
effectively accomplish its providential mis- 
sion in the regeneration of India." 

Currents in Indian Thought 

Professor S. K. Rudra, principal of St. 
Stephen's University College, India, con- 
tributes to The East and the West an article 
on "Religious Changes in India during the 
British Period," in which he describes three 
distinct present-day movements of Indian 
thought: the attempt to re-create Indian 



life by going back to earlier religious ideals; 
the attempt to bring the spiritual philosophy 
of India into harmony with modern life; 
and the attempt to awaken India by the 
introduction of modern industrialism, educa- 
tion, and politics. But a revolutionary force, 
far more powerful than these is that of the 
Indian Christian Church. "I regard the 
ultimate victory of Christ as certain, if only 
the person of Christ himself is raised high 
above the eyes of India without any inter- 
vening Western medium." 

Language Schools 

The Chinese Recorder describes what 
must be regarded as a noteworthy advance 
in missionary efficiency. A language school 
under the direction of the University of 
Nanking, China, opened the sessions of its 
second year last month. Forty-five stu- 
dents representing eleven missionary boards 
were in attendance last year. There can be 
no question that under the guidance of 
thoroughly competent instructors, employ- 
ing modern, scientific, pedagogical methods, 
the enormous difficulties which the Chinese 
language presents to the Western student 
may be sensibly diminished. 

But why should not China herself lighten 
a burden which weighs heavily upon her own 
people as well as upon foreigners? Tenta- 
tive romanized alphabets have long been 
employed by missionaries in the preparation 
of popular versions of the Bible. We learn 
now that the Educational Conference for the 
Unification of the Chinese Language, called 
by the Peking Board of Education, has 
decided to recommend a Chinese Roman 
alphabet of thirty-nine letters as adequate 
to represent all Chinese sounds. Thirty- 
nine letters in place of sixty thousand 
symbols! The official adoption of this 
Chinese-Roman alphabet would make a 
revolution hardly second in significance to 
the recent political movements in China. 

But the language school is by no means 
exclusively a Chinese institution. The 
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International Review of Missions tells us 
that there are already five in China, two in 
India — at Lucknow for Urdu and Hindi, 
and at Poona for Maratta — one in Japan, 
and one at Cairo for the Arabic-speaking 
world. This movement is, of course, very 
recent and the organization and curricula of 
these schools must be still in a large measure 
tentative. 

The Bible in China 

The China agency of the American Bible 
Society reports issues for the first six months 
nearly or quite reaching 1,000,000 Bibles, 



Testaments, and portions (905,416 in all, 
with two depots yet to be heard from). If 
this rate of issues continues during the year, 
it may be expected to reach 2,000,000 copies. 

The agent adds, "Notwithstanding the 
sending out of this enormous number of 
Scriptures, we are unable to supply all that 
were called for." 

Amid wars and rumors of wars which the 
newspapers now record, such facts are the 
more extraordinary. It would seem as 
though thus far the disturbance in China 
had fallen out for the furtherance of the 
gospel. 
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A Notable Exhibit of Beligions 
Education 

An extensive exhibit of religious educa- 
tion has been prepared by the Educational 
Department of the Congregational Sunday 
School and Publishing Society under the 
direction of Rev. B. T. Winchester. In 
the comprehensiveness of its scope and 
the logical character of its arrangement, it 
surpasses any exhibit which has been 
arranged up to this time. It consists of sixty 
screens, each 3X6 feet in size and includes 
over one hundred and fifty photographs of 
children engaged in activities, many im- 
portant facts and data, charts, and descrip- 
tions of lesson courses and equipment. 

It attempts to set forth: (1) child life 
as it really is, revealing the daily interests 
and activities; (2) tendencies of develop- 
ment both good and bad, suggesting the 
need for a new method of religious educa- 
tion; (3) processes of education in religion 
as illustrated in the home and Sunday 
school, playground, clubs, camps, societies, 
etc.; (4) some results of religious education 
as evident in the daily lives of children; (5) 
the urgent need of comprehensive planning 
by the churches for an intensive and thor- 
oughly effective work in religious education. 

The exhibit is housed in booths, each 



booth representing the children of a par- 
ticular group of ages. The booths are 
designated as the Home World, ages under 
six; Home and School, between six and 
nine; School and Playground, ages nine to 
twelve; the Social Group, ages between 
twelve and sixteen; the Social Organization, 
ages between sixteen and twenty; Adult 
Life and Trained Teachers, ages above 
twenty; the Teaching Church, in which the 
church is represented as a civic influence. 

This exhibit was first set up at a recent 
meeting of the National Council of the Con- 
gregational Churches in America, holding 
its triennial meeting in Kansas City. It 
is to be hoped that the exhibit will travel 
extensively and carry its message to all 
parts of the country and to all people regard- 
less of faith or creed. 

The Institnte versus the Convention 

Time was when people thought that the 
rousing convention characterized by explo- 
sive eloquence was an essential means of 
promoting the educational work of the 
church, the Sunday school, and church 
societies. The watchful observer will have 
noticed that the changing ideals of the 
present day are gradually transforming the 
character of religious conventions. 



